Meeting Of
The Minds

by Ed Lawrence

B!l' the time we had com-
pleted our test drive of
Keith and Laurie Lorence’s
new 52-oot performance cruis
er A Qui No Mas, | felt as
though I'd achieved the sailing
equivalent of a hat tick.

1 'had had the unique oppor
tunity 1o spend an afternocon
observing firsthand the syner-
gism between her owner, de
signer and builder. Lorence s
a Seattle. Washington, sailmak-
er; be crewed in the fist Whit
bread race back in 197374
weathered the 1979 Fastnet de-
bacle, and i a national cham-
pion in the Olson 30, 1735 and
Hobie 3 classes. Californian
Tom Wylie is a prominent
naval architect whose designs
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Iinclude everything from IMS
race winners to bona lide
cruising boats, not to mesntion
the 3i-foot catboal he sails
with his T0year-old mother.
And boatbuilder Steve Rander
hnnp A unique perspective to

the constraction of perfor-
mance cruisers.

“It's always exciting to see a
project turn out the way we
imagined, but this i especially
gratifying because the boat
was designed foe a profession-
&l sallor who has a critical eye
and might have been jaun-
diced by his continual expo-
sune o state-of-the-an designs.
The payoll is Keith's excite-
ment,” says Wylie, grinning

Lest there be any conhesion,

A Qui No Mas is a performer
capable of making shont work
of pcean passages, but her de
sign incorporates creature
comborts particularly suitable
for the cruising lifestyle. During
the initial design phase Lau-
rie’s specs included a master
stateroom large enough for a
queen-size bed and a private
head, both of which are locat-
ed in the stern. A second ne-
quirement earmarked ade-
quate space and headroom in
the main saloon for her aero-
bic workout routines. Their
son's stateroom located in the
bow was designed to provide a

private space for the 12vear-
0.;] his TV, his VCR and his
dad’s surfboard

Keith's wish Jist included a
bridge deck large enough lor
two fullsine chase lounges and
a spacious seven-foot-long
cockpit suitable for sleeping in
when cruising warmer climes.
He and Wylie also
an uncomplicated water-balinst
system by locating the vessel's
Grgalion freshwater tanks high
amidship behind the settees.

Aside from meeting the
Lotences’ production sched-
ule, Rander's toughest assign-
ment was convincing them to
use the same layup process
and materials employed in the
construction of his own Wylie
T0 Roge, which was constnuct-
o ol — gt this — wood

“1 am convinced that, pound
for pound, & wood boat is as.
strong and light as fibenglass.”
says Rander, who has been
building therm since childhood

The hull of A Qui No Mas is
cored with oneinch Klegecedl,
around which are laid skins of
cedar, fir and merant, o medi
um-weight hardwood compa:
rable 1o African mahogany

The skins are overlaid with six-

ounce fiberglass and faired

It's modern, it's fast, it's

with long boards, after which
Awlgrip LPU is applied produc-
tng a mirmordike finish,

When we went sailing, a
screaming southery filled with
torrential min passed through
the Puget Sound area with
winds up to 40 knots — condi-
thons decidedly more & g
i not more pleasurable than
the light-air days that fill the
summer months in this area.
The boat sailed 10 weather at
nine knots, slipping effortlessly
through the choppy seas.

The Lorences have a perfor
mance cruiser, Rander has rein-
farced his point about the mod-
em viability of wood boats, and
ancther Wylie design has lived
up o s expectations.

A Qui No Mas?

“Here no more,” Keith says,
gazing af a distant horizon

Specilications: LOA 51'5%;
LWL 439"; Beam 13'11"; Dmft
A'9"; Displacement 21,000 |bs;
5A. 1,081 sqit. For further infor-
mation contact Tom Wylie at
Wylie Design, 86 Ridgecrest
Road, Canyon, CA 94516;
phone (510) 37T6-7338. Or
Steven Rander a1 Schooner
Creek Boat Works, PO Box 307,
Vancouver, WA 98666, phone
(508) TI50560




